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Development of Predictors of 
Academic Success of Students 

(PASS) 
O Traditional methods of assessing students 

show adverse impact. 

O Research started in 2004 for BIFP.  Changed 

to PASS in 2006. 

O The PASS uses biodata and non-cognitive 

factors as a way of predicting academic 

success. 



Description of PASS items 

O Items addressed several categories 

O Types of questions/instructions: 

O Likert Scale 

O Ranking 

O Check all that apply 

O Open ended questions (# hours spent on 

video games, watching t.v., etc.) 



Working and Non-Working 
Items on PASS 

O High School Experiences, Personal 

Skills/Abilities 

O Reason for academic performance 

O College Expectations, Home Environment 

O Expected GPA at the end of the first semester 

O Academic Honors, Extracurricular Activities, 

Work Experience and High School Behaviors 

O Recoding of activities 

 



Hypotheses: Megan 
O First generation students Vs. Second 

generations & beyond 

O Grit and perseverance found in high school 

behaviors 



Alison’s Research Questions 
O Do the different versions of the PASS scoring 

keys predict success equally  well? 

O Do they predict ethnic fairness equally well? 



Jessica’s Research Question 
O Will the PASS work for special admits? 

Scoring key          E.O.F  

            ΔR2 

O Combined SAT Verbal        .044 
and Math Score 

 

O Combined SAT Verbal        .186** 
and Math Score & 

PASS Selection Biodata 

 
*p<.05 **p<.01***p<.001  

 

 



Ruthy’s Research Question 
O What is the best way to predict student athlete 

group success? 

 
Scoring Key   Student Athletes  

                  ΔR2 
 

• Combined SAT Verbal        .033 
and Math Score 
 

• Combined SAT Verbal        .258*** 
and Math Score & 
PASS Selection Biodata 

 
*p<.05 **p<.01***p<.001  



Revisions for PASS 2012 

O Activity Items and Job Items changed  

O Distraction items added  

O Self-motivation items dealing with 

competency in junior and senior year 

O Bilingual Items added 



 



Future Research 

O Measuring ESL students 

O Transfer students 

O Should different assessments be 

administered to different ethnic groups for 

college selection?  

O Branch out to other colleges to see how the 

PASS measures up 



Questions? 


